YAPC::NA 2006

Chicago, IL

June 26 – 28, 2006

About YAPC

What is YAPC? 

YAPC is “yet another Perl conference”, with apologies to The Perl Conference (at OSCON). This is an inexpensive (US$100 for 3 days) conference with its roots in the Perl Mongers Perl users groups. 

While The Perl Conference plays an important role in the Perl community, there are some things that fall through the cracks at such a large, relatively corporate conference. Attendance fees of $1,000 or more are prohibitive, especially to students (though there are deep student discounts); furthermore, the conference is on the West Coast, incurring travel expenses for those in the east, on top of the conference expense. YAPC is driven from the bottom up, organized by and for Perl users — a grassroots conference. 

YAPC began as a smaller, regional version of TPC in the Eastern USA, hosted by Carnegie Mellon University, and has become a series of conferences held in multiple areas of the globe, all aimed at bringing together the Perl community in an accessible manner. 

YAPC::NA 2006 in Chicago

This year’s YAPC::NA was hosted by the Chicago Perl Monger group.  It had over 400 attendees from all over the world.  The conference was comprised of four tracks of over 70 talks on everything from Perl 1 to Perl 6, Pragmatic Job Hunting, Inside-out Objects, and Ajax, just to name a few.  The full schedule can be found at: http://yapcchicago.org/the-schedule/full-schedule.  
The fun doesn’t stop there!  For anyone who hasn’t attended a conference such as YAPC or OSCON, special interest groups tend to form, sometimes in advance and sometimes ad hoc during the conference.  These groups are referred to as ‘Birds of a Feather’, or BOFs.  The BOF sessions that I attended (or attempted) were:
· FirstTimeYAPCBOF (didn’t make)

· HostYetAnotherPerlConferenceBOF

· BeersOfTheWorldBOF

· Win32PerlBOF

To see a full list of BOFs, you can visit: http://yapcchicago.org/wiki/index.cgi?BOFs
Some of the talks that I attended were:

· Conferences for Beginners

· Svk: Version Control without the Headaches

· Get out of Technical Debt Now!

· Clutter
· Failing test, unfixed bugs
· Fragile or ugly code
· No comments or outdated comments
· Bus-sensitive knowledge (if <name> gets hit by a bus....)
· Missing infrastructure
· RT
· Subversion
· Backups
· Cron jobs for dirty work
· No coding standards
· JSAN, Ajax, and Perl

· A Quick Introduction to Catalyst

· JavaScript Hacks for Perl Hackers

· How to Join the Perl Community

· So You Want to Write About Perl

· Pragmatic Job Hunting

If you’d like to visit this year’s website, you can visit http://www.yapcchicago.org
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Registration Closing
postadan Jun 242, 2008 by Jsh

Online radistration for YAPC will be closing at Midnight PST tonight, If you don

furn off the system, you can register at the door on the morning of the conference.

Posted in leus | Ho Comments »

Planet YAPC C

Fostad on Juns 2204, 2008 by Josh

ago and a Blog Badge

Tstsuhiko Miyagans has crested Planet YAPC Chicago to aggregste all of the

‘tmake itin befors va  FOUNDATION

The canference will be held an
the campus of the Illinois
Institute of Technology in the
Harman Unian Building
locstad near 3300 South
Federal strest.

Registration datails are

e medis for available in this post,

YAPC1iNA 2006, Visit regularly ar subscribe via RSS to kesp up with all that happens during the

canference. Use Amarican Ailines discount
cads A2566AN for 5% off
Planst YAPC Chicago was crested with Plagaer. Plagger is 3 pluggsble RES/Atom faed 3331235590 yirects booked ot aa.com

written in Parl, Everything is implamented as 3 mall plugin and you can mash them up togather

using Plagger cors AP and plugin haoks, You can think of Plagger &2 2 blosx
sqgregator.

Haar Tatsuhiko talk about Plagger on Tuesday at 4:15 p.m. in the Ballioom.

Also, John Wang create 3 blog badge image for the conference. You can find
instructions on haw to put it on your side at John's Blog,
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The wiki that was utilized heavily before, during, and after the conference can be found by linking to if from the homepage, or by going directly to http://yapcchicago.org/wiki/index.cgi
A DVD of most of the presentations at this year’s YAPC will be out sometime this year, but no date has been mentioned.  I’ll send news out on the list when I hear something.  In the mean time, you can download several of the presentation slides from the wiki: http://yapcchicago.org/wiki/index.cgi?YAPCSlides
This year added a few new things to the conference.  One was the first ever YAPC job fair.  Some of the companies in attendance included Google, ita Software, and LiveText, just to name a few.  Three Perl courses were added on to the end of the conference this year, which was also a first.

Social Events at YAPC

Most people attending YAPC typically arrive the day before the conference so that they can get settled into their temporary living quarters (I was in one of the dorms).  Anyone arriving in time was able to attend the Arrival Dinner that was held at Goose Island (a local restaurant).  I arrived too late to attend, but heard that I didn’t miss much.  I think it was more of a social event than an actual dinner.

Each year, YAPC provides supper one night for the attendees (this year it was held at Dave & Busters with 4 hours of FREE video game play).  This is when The Perl Foundation Fundraising Auction is held.  Several books, shirts, training sessions, and whatnot are auctioned off.  Some of the more impressive (and expensive) items auctioned off were:

· lunch with Larry Wall

· lunch with Damian Conway

· lunch with Randal Schwartz

· Larry Wall figurine

After YAPC

As I mentioned earlier, this year added some new amenities to the conference.  One of which was the two-day Master Perl courses taught by the gurus:
· Learning Perl by brian d foy

· Intermediate Perl by Randal Schwartz

· Perl Best Practices by Damian Conway

These courses were offered at a rock-bottom price of only $200 (well under market value).  
Apparently, there is always (or maybe only sometimes) a Hack-a-thon after the conference is over (this year it lasted 4-days).  From what I gathered, it gave people an opportunity to hack away at their current projects with their collaborative partners in a face-to-face environment.  Much work was done on Perl 6, as well as Perl 5, Vanilla Perl (a Win32 environment Perl distribution), and probably many other projects.
